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E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, JA, CA. 

SUBJECT: CANADA- JAPAN MINISTERIAL MEETINGS POSTPONED 

1. DUE TO RAILROAD STRIKE AND RELATED POLITICAL COMPLICA- 
TIONS IN CANADA, GOC HAS ASKED GOJ TO POSTPONE MINISTERIAL 
MEETINGS SCHEDULED TO BE HELD IN TOKYO SEPT 4-5. 

CANADIAN EMBASSY TELLS US THAT THEY ARE HOPING MEETINGS 
MIGHT BE RESCHEDULED IN SPRING 1974. AS PARTIAL SUBSTITUTE 
AND AS MEASURE TO COPE WITH ISSUES OF CURRENT INTEREST, 

GOC IS TRYING TO ARRANGE VISIT TO TOKYO BY FONMIN SHARPE 
ALONE FOR SOMETIME WITHIN NEXT TWO WEEKS, BUT SCHEDULING 
IS DIFFICULT. POSTPONEMENT WILL BE JOINTLY ANNOUNCED 
WITHIN 24 HOURS. 

2. FONOFF DIRGEN OKAWARA TOLD DCM THAT GOJ REGRETS 
POSTPONEMENT SINCE, COMING ON HEELS OF ROK- JAPAN MINISTERIAL 
MEETING POSTPONEMENT, IT "LOOKS BAD" FOR JAPANESE 
DOMESTIC POLITICAL PURPOSES. 
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